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W H AT I S M Y S T I C I S M ?

I t h a s p r e v i o u s l y b e e n s a i d t h a t " R e l i g i o n i s t h e h u m a n r e -
JfTKltiOn^sponse to the Holy, " y^-lJhis human response can be termed as mysticism.

Mysticism can,l ikewise,be described as being in union with Das

H e i l i g e . o r t h e H o l y .

This union is not an encounter, as running into a wall might

be considered an encounter. But this union is ̂ rê 'ê !̂  solely
from wi th in the ind iv idua l . What is meant by t l

c i e v e d s o l e l y i ' r o m w i t h i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l " , i s t h a t t h i s k n o w

ledge, this eiperience^is not ingested through any of the sense
organs outside or inside the physical bodybut this knowledge is

" p o u r e d " d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e v e r y s p i r i t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . T h e

myst ica l e iper ience is avvery h igh form of in tu i t i ve knowledge.
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O v e r a n a r i d a n d u n c h a n g e d l a n d , d a r k f o r e b o d i n g c l o u d s

c l u s t e r . T h e r e i s a h u m i d g u s t o f w i n d a n d t h e n s t i l l n e s s . O v e r

l a d e n w i t h m o i s i u r e t h e c l o u d s u n l o a d t h e i r b u r d e n t o t h e p a r c h e d

and thirsty ground below. Each droplet finding its home in the dust
of the earth. The darkened sky is suddenly lit̂ t>^by a long thorny

fi n g e r o f l i g h t n i n g . T h e d a m p e n e d s o i l s h i n e s a s p o l i s h e d s i l v e r

u n d e r t h e r a d i a n t l i g h t . I n a n e i g h b o r i n g v i l l a g e o l d m e n c a n b e

h e a r d o f f e r i n g u p t h a n k s g i v i n g a n d p r a i s e t o t h e G o d o f t h e i r E s t h e r s

f o r t h e m u c h n e e d e d r a i n . To t h e s e m e n , w e a t h e r m e n a n d b a r o m e t e r s
1mean nothing, for the ^nsw^^lies in the God of their Fathers.

T h e s p i r i t o f c u r i o u s i t y o v e r c o m e s a m a n a s h e o b s e r v e s

a b e e fl y f r o m fl o w e r t o fl o w e r . H e m a r v e l s t h a t a n i n s e c t t h a t

\i^^0small lag^^Bii^h\has the ability to propel itself from place to
place with such accur--.cy, Tib; question of why and how^burns deep
i n t o h i s h e a r t . T h e u n a n s w e r e d m a n i s l e f t , h o w e v e r , w i t h a s i m p l e

three letter^^word, God. Religion is man's built-in answer to the
u n a n s w e r a b l e .

I n a n a n c i e n t c i t y a m a n w a l k s o v e r t o a c r o w d e d p o o l .

By t he . i poo l , t he man encoun te rs a man tha t has been an i nva l i d f o r

t h i r t y - e i g h t y e a r s . D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h e i r c o n v e r s a t i o n t h e

first askes the latter"**,̂ ûld you like to be able to walk?" and
j u s t a s e a s i l y a s t h e q u e s t i o n w a s s p o k e n , s o t h e i n v a l i d f o u n d

h i m s e l f w a l k i n g . A m a z e m e n t a n d w o n d e r fi l l e d t h o s e t h a t k n e w t h e
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o n e - t i m e I n v. i l i d . T h e m i r a c l e i n d t h e m a n a r e e x p l a i n e d a s b e i n g

o f G o d .

M a n h a s l e f t o n t h i s p l a n e t a t l e a s t f o u r - t h o u s a n d y e a r s

of recorded history. ̂  AntQ̂ n that period of time, his concept of
G o d a n d o f t r u e r e l i g i o n h a s c h a n g e d d r a s t i c a l l y . B u t o n e t h i n g

r e m a i n s t h e s a m e , l o n g a s t h e r e a r e u n a n s w e r e d q u e s t i o r ^ t h e r e

w i l l b e t h o s e p r o c l a i m i n g t h e G o d o f a n s w e r s .


